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Source: Joe Maring / Android Central Your phone is what you make of it, and one of the easiest ways to customize and add new features is by downloading apps. Even if you have the best Android phone ever, it won't do much without the right apps. There are a metric ton of apps available for the Android handset and installing new ones is a fairly simple
process. Today we'll walk you through this step by step to make sure you know exactly how to find and download the latest apps to your device. When you're looking forward to trying out a new app, you'll want to head to the Google Play Store. This is the official way to discover and download Android apps, and the process of installing a new one is as simple
as it could be. Find the app you want to download. Source: Joe Maring / Android Central Tap the Install button. Source: Joe Maring / Android Central How to discover new apps It's easy to download an app when you know exactly what you're looking for, but what about those moments when you want to try something new but don't know exactly what you're
looking for? On the Main App page in the Play Store (the one that opens by default), you'll see a horizontal scrolling list below the search bar. This is a great tool to find and discover all kinds of apps that the Play Store has to offer, with it broken down into the following tabs: For you Top charts Categories Editors' Choice Family Early access Source: Joe
Maring / Android Central Many of these pages have even deeper ways to fine-tune what you're looking for. The Main Graphics page, for example, lets you filter apps from Top Free, Top Grossing, Trending, and Top Paid. The category page is compelling, allowing you to sort applications by Art &amp; &amp; Design, Business, Communication, Entertainment,
Food and Drink, and more. How to install apps from other sources For the vast majority of people, the Play Store has all the apps you might never want. In some cases, however, you may want to venture out of the Google marketplace to find titles that aren't available for any reason. To make sure your phone can download apps from other sources, that's
what you need to do. Open your phone settings. Tap Apps &amp; notifications. Tap Advanced. Tap Special access to the app. Source: Joe Maring / Android Central Tap Install unknown apps. Tap the web browser you'll use to find external apps. Tap the toggle next to Allow from this source. Source: Joe Maring / Android Central With this done, now you can
venture online, find the app file you are looking for and download it to your phone. There's always a certain level of risk when it comes to installing apps that don't come from the Play Store, as well make sure you trust the source you are downloading the external application from. Have fun! This is officially all you need to know about installing and
downloading apps on Android. The Play Store is full of tons of exciting check out, so don't feel free to spend some time through everything you have to offer. And if you're found to need some guidance on where to start, be sure to check out the summary of the best Android apps currently available (spoiler alert - they're pretty big). After starting its mobile
career as a crony and guest-only iOS exclusive, the hugely popular battle royale game Fortnite made its way to Android last week... as a Samsung croneu, only for exclusive guests. Fortunately, after the buzz surrounding the recently announced Samsung Galaxy Note 9 shrank a bit, Fortnite is also coming up with other phones, even though the invitation-
only look is still in play. Over the past couple of days, Epic Games has begun sending beta invitation codes, thus allowing Android users to finally get a taste of the game. Here's how Fortnite launched on iOS earlier this year: there was a waiting list that I had to sign up for, in order to get an invitation code, and although people found it tedious, we guessed
that epic games have their reasons for gently launching the game on both platforms. As you probably know, however, Fortnite's Android launch differs in that the game is not available on the Google Play Store. Instead, Epic Games has chosen to distribute it on its own, likely to circumvent the 30 percent cut Google receives in every in-app purchase (and
boy, there are a lot of in-app purchases going on at Fortnite). Of course, Samsung owners with compatible devices can find Fortnite on the cover of the Galaxy Apps store, but everyone else will need to get the APK by email from Epic Games and manually install it on their phone. Experienced users may have zero problems with this, but more casual users
may find themselves intimidated by security indications when uploading an APK file, so we thought we'd make things a little easier for them. This is how to install Fortnite on your Android phone. If you have a Samsung Galaxy S7 or a newer model, you can download Fortnite right now. All you have to do is shoot Galaxy Apps and search for it (although right
now it appears on the cover). If you have a different phone brand, you may want to see the full list of supported devices on the Epic Games website. The list includes models of LG, Huawei, OnePlus, Asus, Xiaomi, as well as all Pixel phones, among others. If you can't find your phone in the list, don't fret, as it can still be supported, as long as it meets the
following requirements: run a 64-bit version of Android (5.0 or higher), has 3GB or more of RAM, and has a compatible GPU (Adreno 530 or higher, Mali-G71 MP20, Mali-G72 MP12 or higher). If you're eager to jump into the battle royal madness that is Fortnite, you'd better sign up for an invitation code as soon as possible To enter the list, go to the official
Epic Games website and sign up for your email address. If you're playing Fortnite on other platforms, make sure you sign in with your epic credentials or use your PlayStation Network or Xbox Live account so you can sync your progress with your version of the game. Once you've done that, you'll need to play the waiting game. We know it's not exciting, but
there's no way around that if you want to be among the first to get in on the action. We can't say for sure how long it would take to receive an invitation, but it should be in your inbox within a few days to a week since you signed up. Epic Games is sending codes in waves, which could mean that hundreds, possibly thousands, of people are getting codes every
day. Once Epic Games lights you up, you'll receive an invitation email that will also contain a download link for the Fortnite installer app. That's right, you have to install the installer first to install the present game. Polished-o (?) This app is required even on Samsung devices, although it can be downloaded from the official Galaxy Apps store. If you do not
want to retain this permission after installing Fortnite, you can grant it only for this session, or alternatively go to Settings &gt; Security and disable it from there later. Once the Fortnite installer is on your phone, you can then go ahead and shoot it up to download the present game. And when you think it's downloaded, you can open it to find out that there is an
additional 1.04GB download. Yes, it's one of those, but hopefully, considering the scope of the game. In the constant rush to trumpet the latest phones it's easy to think of old phones as obsolete. Most carriers encourage this with a spotty record in upgrading their existing phones to the latest and largest software. Worse, some perfectly good phones are
loaded with additional software and limitations, imposed by the carrier from the first day they ship. Fortunately, there is often a great solution to these two problems: Installing custom ROMs (read-only memories) on your phone. ROMs are low-level programming (also often called firmware) that contain the operating system and basic apps to make your phone
work. For the iPhone and iPad these ROMs come from Apple and can usually only be updated when Apple issues updates. But for Android devices there are literally hundreds of developers working on custom ROMs for the most common models of phones and tablets, which they are thrilled to share with the community. The big question for most users is
whether it's worth installing a custom ROM, and if so, what's the best way to do it safely. The first thing you need to know is that messing with your phone's firmware can be risky. You can potentially brick your so it won't be usable without some major low-level hacking. So, at least until you're comfortable with installing ROMs, it's best to use an older phone or
tablet to work – proceed at your own risk. The benefits of a custom ROMThe most basic benefit of custom ROMs is being obtained by obtaining bloatware – trial or otherwise unwanted software operators often include in ROM to get you to buy more stuff, which you may not need, and that takes up precious space on your device. When rom cooks (ROM
terminology often uses a kitchen metaphor, with cooking as a common name for the process of building a custom ROM) create a ROM, the first thing they leave out is space-consuming test software. They can also leave out many of the utilities included, letting their users add them back only if they need them. They often also strip specific versions of the
carrier or carrier from the launcher, replacing them with the original versions of Google or a preferred version. Beyond simple solutions, custom ROMs can also open up a whole world of new possibilities for your device. In many cases, the latest versions of Android are available for your device as custom ROMs, beyond what the carrier has released or is
planning to release. The Viewsonic gTablet is a great example of this, with several different custom Honeycomb ROMs (Android 3.0) available for it, although there is almost no chance that Viewsonic will ever bother trying to bring Honeycomb to it. Custom ROMs can also include other interesting features such as overclocking, themes, private browsing
support, and so on. gTablet's Nvidia Tegra chipset, with a 1GHz watch for the book, can be overselled at 1.6GHz with the correct combination of ROMs and a custom core, with the corresponding performance improvements. In some cases, custom ROMs may even completely reinvent existing devices. An alpha version of an Android ROM for HP Touchpad,
a webOS device, for example, already exists. How to get startedThe first custom ROM installation rule is the same as the first rule of doctoring – don't hurt. So the best place to start is with a good backup of your stock ROM (firmware), your applications and your data. For ROMs, many manufacturers openly publish factory ROMs for hacker use in case they
need to restore them. This increasingly enthusiastic support from custom ROM developers by providers, including HTC and Samsung, has made the process much safer. If you need to backup your current ROMs yourself, utilities like ROM Manager are free (or cheap) and up to the task. Titanium Backup or similar software can back up all your apps and
data, for a quick restore if necessary after flashing your new ROM. These backups are important not only in case of a problem, but because sometimes the market does not recognize custom roms, and the only way to restore an application is from a backup, at least until the custom ROM developer solves the problem. Creating a recovery optionThe
terminology for installing your own ROMs is confusing, but one important piece is that your Android device can boot into recovery mode or on normal ROMs and kernels. Installing a recovery manager allows you to install and retrieve ROMs, clean caches, and do other cleaning tasks. By far the most popular popular manager (not to be confused with backup
and recovery software) is ClockworkMod. Installing it is usually a prerequisite for working with custom ROMs and requires only a couple of pokemons once you've installed ROM Manager.Read on to find a custom ROM and how to actually install it
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